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Auckland 2 & 3 June 

 

Dunedin 14 & 15 July 
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12th April, 2011 
 
 

A challenging time for Waikato family 
 
 
Many of the weekend papers carried the sad story of Chace, a little two year old boy who has leukaemia. His parents 
are understandably upset and have raised concerns that his illness may have been caused by receiving the wrong 
vaccine when he was 6 weeks old. Chace was accidentally given the HPV vaccine, which is not licensed or studied 
in this age group.  
 
Even though the vaccine is currently indicated for females aged 9-45 and males aged 9-26 this does not mean that 
the vaccine is unsafe for other age groups.   
 
We do have a good understanding of the science regarding how the HPV vaccine works, and it is extremely unlikely 
that Chace’s leukaemia is a consequence of having received the HPV vaccine in error.  
 
While this vaccine has not to date undergone clinical evaluation in infants there are several reasons why this vaccine 
is unlikely to be harmful to infants and in particular cause leukaemia. The vaccine works by injecting purified proteins 
from specific types of the HPV virus; the body responds to these proteins with the same pattern recognition as it 
does for the live HPV virus, and creates an immune response that gives protection, including antibodies, against 
these specific HPV virus strains.  It is a very targeted and specific immune response. 
 
Why this is unlikely to lead to leukaemia: 
· Firstly, the HPV disease itself does not cause leukaemia.  
 
· Secondly, the international safety surveillance of over 100 million doses of the HPV vaccine shows that the             

vaccine does not increase the risk for leukaemia. While the safely surveillance does not cover infants as this     
vaccine is not used in this age group, we would expect to see an association with leukaemia   in other age 
groups if there was any association with the vaccine.  

 
· Thirdly, the vaccine is very similar technology to the hepatitis B vaccine given at birth to high risk infants and to 

all infants from 6 weeks of age. This vaccine has extensive international usage and is not associated with            
leukaemia. 

 
After a vaccine comes into widespread use there will be adverse events that occur simply by chance. This does not 
mean that the event was caused by the vaccine. Comparison of vaccinated and unvaccinated people indicates that 
the Gardasil vaccine is not associated with any serious adverse events other than the rare risk of anaphylaxis. 
 
In fact, giving the Gardasil vaccine to an infant is more likely to have a protective effect against a variety of cancers 
which are linked to the HPV virus, not a carcinogenic (cancer-causing) one. In the future it is possible that this              
vaccine will be indicated from infancy. 
 
All vaccine errors are regrettable: it is vital that a full review is done in every case to clarify how the error occurred 
and to improve systems to minimise future errors. However, from a science perspective there does not appear to be 
any link between this vaccine error and Chace’s illness.  
 
Our thoughts and hearts go with Chace and his family in this very difficult time.   
 
Theo Brandt 
Communications Manager 
Immunisation Advisory Centre (IMAC). 
T: +64 9 373 7599 Ext 83807 • M: +64 21 376 478 • Fax: +64 9 373 7030 
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PEPS Study 
Perinatal Epigenetic Indicators of Postnatal Size 

Epigenetic Markers in Infants Born Large for Gestational Age  �
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS  
The New Zealand Lactation Consultants Association is extending an invitation to submit abstracts to be considered for presentation 

at the 2011 NZLCA Conference.�

IMPORTANT DATES �

Abstract submission deadline: 28 March 2011 
Abstract acceptance advised: 21 April 2011 

Registration open: 27 April 2011 
Early registration deadline: 27 June 2011 

 
Visit the following link to submit an abstract: 

https://secure.mianz.co.nz/ei/rs.esp?id=372&scriptid= LOGIN 
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